
If your child was absent on 

picture day or you would 

like to have your child’s 

pictures redone, this is your 

chance.    Incidentally, 

pictures taken on 

September 18th were 

distributed to  students who purchased a 

packet. 

Lifetouch Photography would like to hear 

from you directly if you have a problem 

with your child’s pictures.   

Their studio is in Santa Rosa and can be 

reached toll-free at(800) 339-1541. 

If you are requesting a retake, please send 

your child’s entire photo packet to school 

on picture retake day. 

 

Bus Safety and 

Emergency Drill is 

Monday, October 15th 

at 9:25a.m. for grades 

Pre K, K-3 and at 

10:00am for grades 4-8.  Afternoon 

preschool drill will be announced. 

Our students will review and learn all about 

safety on the school bus.  

Please take time to talk to your student 

about this at home as well.  Bus safety 

information is provided in the Parent/Student 

Handbook.    The more we reinforce the 

safety rules, the better prepared the 

students will be in case of an emergency.    

Mark Your Calendar!  
PICTURE RETAKES 

Wed, October 17th 
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NO SCHOOL  

Staff Development  

Friday, October 19th  

HALLOWEEN 

FESTIVITIES 

Wed, October 31st  

PARENT TEACHER 

CONFERENCE  WEEK 

November  5-9 

School Bus 

Safety Drill  

Picture Make Up Day 

Wednesday, October 17 

Student picture identification cards are now available to purchase.  The cost is $6.00 for 

each card. 

 

You may use the card for personal identification purposes, which include travel, purchas-

es and banking.  Privileges of the card include discounts to all high school and elemen-

tary school functions.  Come to the school office and purchase yours today! 

Student Picture  

ID CARDS 



Principal’s Letter  
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Dear Families, 

As we begin October and fall is upon us, we are all settled into the school routine and enjoying the rem-

nants of a somewhat overdue Indian summer.  The initial days of establishing classroom procedure seem 

long ago and the hum of learning throughout the classrooms is magically evident throughout the school. 

I say magic, but there is actually nothing magic about it.  It is the result of a tremendous amount of effort by 

skilled professionals, who dedicate many hours outside the sacred contract between teacher and student in 

the classroom to make it happen.  They not only deliberate and plan curriculum, but know that the success 

of every student incorporates a holistic approach of both their academic and emotional well-being.  Our sup-

port staff shares this dedication in the office, on the play yard, and in the After School Program. 

As the strain of budget cuts places more and more responsibility on our staff and strains the infrastructure 

of our facilities, I ask that you support us with your vote on November 6th.  There are specific propositions 

that support education.  Please research them, ( I suggest the non-partisan California League of Women Vot-

ers for the least complex explanation and recommendations),  and go to the polls and exercise your right 

and privilege as a member of a democratic society.  It is such an important message to our young people. 

Related to the hard work here at school, we are most proud and elated about the results of our standard-

ized testing, (STAR), from spring of 2012.  The proficiency rates throughout the grade levels increased dra-

matically and we are anxiously awaiting the “report card” from the state, (Academic Performance Index), to 

see their evaluation of our progress.  Thank you so much for supporting our work, particularly in the area of 

attendance.  Our attendance rates have risen over 22% in the last five years, and that is a strong component 

of success. 

Arena has also experienced strong growth in sheer numbers of students, and as of writing this newsletter, at 

264 students K-8, we have the largest population anyone currently working here can remember.  We feel 

blessed and honored to have your confidence in choosing our school. 

The experience of feeling confident and proud of our academic successes has been a rocky-road for our lit-

tle school historically.  Many years of turmoil and instability has made our journey tenuous and paved with 

pitfalls, but like the little engine that could, the tenacity and dedication of our staff is prevailing and maybe, 

just maybe, we have found the path that can help our children access the opportunities they deserve.  

Though we are all feeling a little smug for the time being, we will forge ahead in our daily work with humility, 

keep calm, and carry on. 

Peace and love, 

 

Paula Patterson 



Costume Parade  

Students in preschool, and kindergarten 

through 4th grade are invited to participate in 

our costume parade on Wednesday, October 

31st.  

The morning parade begins at 9:45 am for our 

preschool and K-4.  The parade will travel  

from the primary playground through the 

classroom breezeways and back to the 

primary playground.  

Students may come to school in costume on 

this day, provided they follow these rules: 

 Students are expected to wear safe 

costumes. 

 Students must arrive at school in complete 

costume/attire:  no changing, putting on 

make-up, etc., will be allowed during school 

hours. 

 Costumes shall not include weaponry or 

accessories (masks, wands, swords, brooms, or 

other held items). 

Students shall abide by the district dress code. 

Classroom Trick or Treat 

Directly following the parade, students will 

receive trick or treat bags specially made by 

the middle school students. 

Halloween 
Festiv i t ies 
October 31st   
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Middle School Fall Dance 

Friday, October 26, 2012 
 

The dance is sponsored by the middle 

school girls’ volleyball team. The dance 

hours are from 6:30-9:00pm.  This dance is a 

costume optional  affair with great fun and 

music. 

Concessions will be available at an 

additional cost. All 6-8tudents who attend  

the dance are expected to abide by the 

middle school dance rules and district 

dress code. 
 

T H E  B E A C O N  

Child Safety Program  
We’re pleased to announce our participation in the SmileSafe Kids® program, a child 

safety initiative developed in partnership by the National Center for Missing & Exploited 

Children and Lifetouch National School Studios. 

The families of every student photographed on Picture Day will receive two Safety ID Cards 

free of charge. 

Additional information about the SmileSafe Kids program will be provided with your safety 

cards a few weeks after Picture Day. In the meantime, please visit www.smilesafekids.com 

for more information about the program. 

Site Council 
Encourage your support 

through your participation as a volunteer 

or in Site Council.  Site Council meetings 

are held  monthly.    

This is a wonderful way to be proactive 

about your child’s education and to 

become involved in the school.  If you are 

interested in becoming a member or 

would like to attend a meeting, please 

call the school office and contact 

principal, Paula Patterson at 882-2131 ext. 

203. 

http://www.smilesafekids.com


Please be sure to take advantage of Parent 

Conference Week to create a positive and 

supportive relationship between you, your child’s 

teacher and your child. 

This relationship is extremely important: as you 

understand the teacher’s expectations of your 

child, you will be better aware of what it is that you 

can do to support your child in his/her pursuit of 

academic excellence. 

During the week of conferences students in grades 
1-5 will be dismissed at 1:30pm everyday.  Middle 

school and kindergarten dismissal times will remain 

the same. 

 

What Should Parents Ask Teachers? 

Q: I want to get to know my child’s teacher but I’m 

not sure what to say.  Are there certain topics I 

should mention? 

A: Building a relationship with your child’s 

education, you’ll be more involved in your child’s 

education.   The teacher will better understand your 

child and your child will have a greater chance for 

success. 

Start by explaining things that might help the 

teacher, including your child’s strengths and 

weaknesses.  As time goes on, tell the teacher 

about any changes in your child’s life that could 

affect school performance. 

It’s also helpful to ask questions.  Here are some 

examples: 

 What will the class be learning this year? 

 What types of homework will my child have? 

 How much time do you expect my child to 

spend studying? 

 How can I support my child’s learning at home? 

How can I help at school?  T 

This unified effort to support learning in the 

classroom as well as at home will provide our 

students, your children, with a supportive and 

educated net of caring, concerned adults. 

Parent Conference 

November 5-9  

Be On Time!  
School begins at 8:25 a.m. 

every school day.  

It is important that your child arrives to his or 

her classroom on time so that there are no 

interruptions once class instruction begins.  

Students who arrive late to school will need 

to check in at the attendance office. 

School volunteers aid in many ways such as 

being  a class volunteer or assisting with class 

fundraisers, picture day, seasonal festivities, 

Blair Day and other events and activities.   

Other ways include being a chaperone to a 

dance, a district driver for our athletes’ away 

games or/and a class trip. 

This is an opportunity to work closely with 

your child’s teacher, school administrator, 

other parents and students.  Also, this is an 

opportunity to share your knowledge or ex-

pertise of a special interest, hobby  or job 

you have.   

You are welcome and invited to be part of 

our school community and play an im-

portant role in the educational process. 

Be involved any way you can, donate some 

time (in or out of school) or resources to our 

school!  Support our kids and serve as a 

great resource.     Your participation can 

make a difference!   

Contact your child’s teacher, or the school 

office on ways you can help.   

Welcome Parent and 

Community Volunteers  
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Head Lice Season:  What To Know About Prevention and Treatment 

Lice Information: 
Head lice infestations number somewhere between 12 and 25 million each year and primarily target younger children, under 
age 12. 
The fall and winter seasons are when the most cases of head lice are reported and tend to peak after school has started. 
In terms of how head lice are transmitted, it's important to understand that head lice don't jump or hop from one child's head to 
another. An adult lice can survive for as many as 36 hours. Away from a meal of blood, lice cannot live on their own and will 
die in a brush or cap, for example, if not transferred to another human head within a couple of days. Further, a person cannot 
"catch nits."   Nits are laid by live, adult lice and are "glued" to the side of a hair shaft. It takes 7 to 10 days for a nit to hatch 
and another 7 to 10 days before the female louse is mature enough to begin laying eggs, repeating the process. 
 
Prevention and Control: 
Head lice are spread most commonly by direct head-to-head contact, and by sharing clothing or belongings. Head lice survive less than 1-
2 days if they fall off a person and cannot feed; nits cannot hatch and usually die within a week if they are not kept at the same 

temperature as that found close to the scalp. 

The following are steps that can be taken to help prevent and control the spread of head lice: 

 Avoid direct head-to-head (hair-to-hair) contact during play and other activities at home, school, and elsewhere (sports activities, 

playground, slumber parties, camp). 

 Do not share clothing such as hats, scarves, coats, sports uniforms, hair ribbons, or barrettes. 

 Do not share combs, brushes, or towels. Disinfest combs and brushes used by an infested person by soaking them in hot water (at 

least 130°F) for 5-10 minutes. 

 Do not lie on beds, couches, pillows, carpets, or stuffed animals that have recently been in contact with an infested person. 

 Machine wash and dry clothing, bed linens, and other items that an infested person wore or used during the 2 days before treatment 
using the hot water (130°F) laundry cycle and the high heat drying cycle. Clothing and items that are not washable can be dry-

cleaned OR sealed in a plastic bag and stored for 2 weeks. 

 Vacuum the floor and furniture, particularly where the infested person sat or lay. However, spending much time and money on 
housecleaning activities is not necessary to avoid reinfestation by lice or nits that may have fallen off the head or crawled onto 

furniture or clothing. 

 Do not use fumigant sprays or fogs; they are not necessary to control head lice and can be toxic if inhaled or absorbed through the 

skin. 

 
Head Lice Treatment:   
Which head lice treatment you use on your child and household members is a personal choice. 
.  
Prescription medication : Malathion (.5%) kills live lice and kills some lice eggs. Benzyl alcohol lotion (5%) kills live lice but does not 
kill unhatched lice eggs (nits). Lindane shampoo (1% ) is no longer recommended by American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) as a 
pediculocide. These treatments are not recommended as a first-line therapy treatment. 
. 
Over-the–counter medications: Pyrethrins is a natural extract from chrysanthemum flowers.   Permethrin lotion (1% )is a synthetic 
pyrethroid. Both of these medications only kill live lice, not unhatched eggs (nits).  
 
Natural Ingredient Treatment Kits: There are several natural ingredient formulas on the market that use a combination of essential, 
pure, natural oils: Neem, Tea Tree, and Peppermint. These treatments do NOT contain poisons, pesticides or harmful chemicals.  
 
Natural & Herbal Home Remedies: These involve putting something on your child's scalp and hair to 'smother' the head lice. Popular 
natural product choices include real mayonnaise, olive oil, and vaseline. These are usually left on overnight, often under a shower cap, 
and then washed out the next day. Herbal remedies include products with tea tree oil and other essential oils. Or a mixture of coconut 
and/or olive oil with essential oils.  These remedies do not kill head lice or unhatched eggs but do make it easier to remove lice and nits 
from the hair. 
 
Holistic Remedies: If you don't want to use any of the above treatments, simply remove the nits and live lice with a lice comb and/or 
tweezers. This procedure is repeated for up to 10 days to make sure you get them all.  
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http://voices.yahoo.com/topic/57029/nit.html

