
A r en a  U n i on  E l e me nta r y  S ch o o l  

THE BEACON 
 

The Winter Concert is Wednesday, December 5
th
 

at the Point Arena High School auditorium.  

 

A Soup & Salad fundraiser dinner will begin at 
5:00pm in the PAHS Cafeteria. (The Chowder 
House Restaurant is providing clam chowder.) 

 

Tickets are $15.00 for adults and $10.00 for kids. 
The cost for dinner includes admission to the con-
cert. 

 

The concert begins at 7:00pm in the PAHS audito-
rium.  Concert tickets are $5.00 for adults and 
$3.00 for students and seniors.  

 

Come see and support our fourth and fifth grade 
band, and our middle school ensemble. 

 

The food drive will assist our local families experiencing hardship during these winter months.   As 
our nation’s economic crisis continues to impact many families, we graciously ask to share what you 
can.  

 

Donations of canned, boxed and/or packaged, non-perishable food will be collected at school 
and sent to the Project Santa Organization*.  Check the expiration date on your 

donations.  All donations with a passed expiration date will be discarded.   

 

Please lend a hand to help your neighbor during this difficult time of year.  Your 
donation is very much appreciated. 

  

For more information, please contact Melissa Lawson at 882-2131, extension 
303.  

 

(*Project Santa is a non-profit, non-denomination organization that is staffed by local community volunteers.) 

Annual Food Drive  Now until December 14th 

Winter Concert, December 5 

20 School Street/P.O. Box 45, Point Arena, CA  95468  * TEL:707 882-2131/FAX:707 882-3076 

December 2012 

 

Friday, December 21  
12:30 EARLY DISMISSAL    

No After School Program  

See attached bus schedule. 

No Preschool Transportation 

No Preschool Afternoon Session 

 

December 24 through January 4  

WINTER BREAK – No School 

 

Monday, January 7, 2013 
First Day Back to School   

   

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Winter Break Schedule 
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Principal’s Letter 
Dearest Families: 

Winter Break is just around the corner.  No matter how this holiday affects you and your loved ones, 
I hope it will be a time of bonding and nurturing within the home.  As the rampant manipulation of 
consumerism whips the populous into a frenzy of “get and want”, I hope you will find the balance that 
will also nourish the closeness and peace of this season.  The older I get I find that which is most 
meaningful can’t be wrapped in colorful paper and trimmed with bows.  Sharing precious, quality 
time with loved ones is truly the finest gift.  Now that my children are adults, the constraints of their 
busy lives dictate the time we will spend together.  Appreciate this time you have with your young 
ones.  It is short-lived. 

In that same vein, several of us here at AUES are reading a book called, How Children Succeed by 
Paul Tough.  It has been a confirmation of several of the precepts I believe regarding the opportuni-
ties children are able to access as adults.  The book analyzes several studies that have been done 
over the past 50 years affording insight into why students are successful or not in school, not just 
academically but behaviorally and socially.  They tracked students in a few of the studies well into 
adulthood, considering such indicators as whether they completed high school and/or college, were 
regularly employed, or had substance abuse or legal problems for example. 

In almost all cases, these studies conclude that emotional support from parents, particularly in very 
young children, plays a major role in how a child copes with adversity, their ability to focus and man-
age self-control.  This attachment to a parent or caregiver seems to be an even more important fac-
tor than IQ in predicting success as an adult. 

Educators as well as scientists have long recognized that socio-economic status does not necessari-
ly ensure success or failure, nor do the disparities resulting from such variables as parents that both 
work as opposed to one stay-at-home parent.  Sometimes parents are concerned about their ability 
to help their students with homework, or inability to support student participation in a plethora of ex-
tra-curricular activities.  They fear these shortcomings could play a role in the success or failure of 
their child’s future. It would appear these have little effect on a child’s ability to succeed.  The results 
of one group study are summarized as follows: 

“When we consider the impact of parenting on children, we tend to think 
that the dramatic effects are going to appear at one end or the other of the 
parenting-quality spectrum.  A child who is physically abused is going to 
fare far worse, we assume, than a child who is simply ignored or discour-
aged.  And the child of a supermom who gets lots of extra tutoring and one
-on-one support is going to do way better than an average well-loved child.  
But what Blair’s and Evan’s research suggests is that regular good parent-
ing-being helpful and attentive during a game of Jenga-can make a pro-
found difference for a child’s future prospects.” 

Parental nurturing is the biggest key to student success, outweighing school, church, or mentoring. 
Your presence and awareness of their emotional needs is the most important indicator of future suc-
cess. You give them that “extra something” that all the counseling, care, and concern we provide at 
school, cannot supplant. Don’t let a day slip by without telling them they are special, loved, and can 
accomplish anything.  That is the true magic of believing. 

Love and Peace, 

Paula Patterson 
December, 2012 

 

 Tough, Paul.  How Children Succeed Grit, Curiosity, and the Hidden Power of Character.  Boston, New York: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2012. Print.   
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Point Arena Pirate Sweatshirts & T-shirts For Sale 
Point Arena Pirate baseball style t-shirts and sweatshirts (pullover or 
zipper front) are available in several sizes.   Two colors to choose from, 
blue or gray. Prices range from $11.00 to $34.00.    Support our school 
spirit and buy yours today!   

Student picture identification cards are 
here!   Get yours now!   

You may use the card for personal 
identification needs, which include travel, 

purchases and banking.     

Privileges of the card include discounts 
to all High School and Elementary school 

functions.    

The cost of our student picture 
identification cards $6.00 each 

Student ID Cards 

On Sale Now!  $6.00 

 

Teachers and students 
are busy preparing for our Winter Sol-
stice Celebration.   Our yearly event is 
such a success we want to continue the 
tradition.   

This is a wonderful venue to get into the 
holiday spirit, so come and join us for 
this fun celebration.   

Arena Solstice 

Celebration  

December 21st 

Arena Elementary School has been chosen to be the recipient of the “use 
your own re-usable bag” five cent donation program at Surf Market.    
 
Patrons who participate may donate the five cents to us instead of receiving the five 
cents back. 
 
At the check-out register, have your groceries bagged into your re-useable bags 
and tell the clerk you want to donate the five cents per bag to Arena Elementary 
School. 
 
This is a win-win situation for our ecosystem by reusing, reducing & recycling and our 
school  benefits from your ecologic effort. 
 
Tell your family, friends and neighbors to donate the five cents to Arena when 
they use a re-useable bag at Surf Supermarket. 

Use Re-useable Bags at Surf Supermarket and 

Arena Earns Five Cents per Bag! 



Federal Aid- Impact Aid Law Overview 
Once a year, our district sends home a federal aid survey to all students.  This survey asks if you live 
on federal land, and/or if a parent is on active military duty.   If you are not connected  by federal 
land or military duty, you still are encouraged to complete and return the survey. .  

If you received the purple color survey and did not return it, please do so as soon as possible.   For 
your convenience, another survey is included in the newsletter. 

 

What is Impact Aid? 

Many local school districts across the United States include within their boundaries parcels of land 
that are owned by the Federal Government or that have been removed from the local tax rolls by the 
Federal Government, including Indian lands. These school districts face special challenges--they 
must provide a quality education to the children living on the Indian and other Federal lands, while 
sometimes operating with less local revenue than is available to other school districts, because the 
Federal property is exempt from local property taxes. 

 

Since 1950, Congress has provided financial assistance to local school districts across the United 
States which include within their boundaries parcels of land that are owned by the Federal Govern-
ment or that have been removed from the local tax rolls by the Federal Government, including Indian 
lands through the Impact Aid Program.  These school districts face special challenges — they must 
provide a quality education to the children living on the Indian and other Federal lands and meet the 
requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act, while sometimes operating with less local revenue 
than is available to other school districts, because the Federal and Indian land property is exempt 
from local property taxes. 

 

The Impact Aid law (now Title VIII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA)) 
provides assistance to local school districts with concentrations of children residing on Indian lands, 
military bases, low-rent housing properties, or other Federal properties and, to a lesser extent, con-
centrations of children who have parents in the uniformed services or employed on eligible Federal 
properties who do not live on Federal property. 

 

How do school districts use Impact Aid? 

Most Impact Aid funds, except for the additional payments for children with disabilities and construc-
tion payments, are considered general aid to the recipient school districts; these districts may use 
the funds in whatever manner they choose in accordance with their local and State requirements. 
Most recipients use these funds for current expenditures, but recipients may use the funds for other 
purposes such as capital expenditures. Some Impact Aid funds must be used for specific purposes. 
All payments are distributed by wire transfer directly to the bank accounts of school districts.  

 

School districts use Impact Aid for a wide variety of expenses, including the salaries of teachers and 
teacher aides; purchasing textbooks, computers, and other equipment; after-school programs and 
remedial tutoring; advanced placement classes; and special enrichment programs. Payments for 
Children with Disabilities must be used for the extra costs of educating these children.    

 

For more information, go to Web address: http://www.ed.gov  and search for “Impact Aid”. 


