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STAR TESTING For  GRADES 2 -8   
BEGINS APRIL 24th Through MAY 9th  

 

How can you help your child(ren) do better on the tests? 

 Know when the tests are given:  April 24th through May 9th 

 Avoid scheduling appointments or trips during these times. 

 Encourage your child to read. The easiest and best way to prepare your child for doing well on tests is 

to read often. 

 

During Test Week: Arena will provide each student testing with #2 pencils and a mid-morning snack. 

 Make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep. 

 Provide a good breakfast. 

 Have your child dress in layers – kids do better on tests if they don’t have to think about how hot or 

cold they are. 

 Arrive To School On Time 

 Don’t be anxious. Say, “This test is important. I know you will try hard and do your best.” Your confi-

dence will be contagious. 

Talk with them about the day’s testing each evening, reviewing what went well or was difficult.  

On the day of the test, give your child these tips: 

 ARRIVE TO CLASS ON TIME 

 Use the restroom before the testing session begins. 

 Listen to the teacher giving the test. 

 Read each question and all answers carefully. Never pick an answer without first reading all of the 

choices.  Look for clues in the answers. 

 Skip a question and move on if you don’t know the answer.  You can always come back later.  May-

be you will be ready to answer that question after thinking about it. 

 Check your answers carefully.  Make sure the numbers on the bubble sheet correspond to the num-

bers of the question on the test. 

 DON’T GIVE UP! 

Testing can help our school: 

Evaluate a school program, report on a student’s progress, diagnose a student’s strengths and weakness, 

and design an instructional program to meet an individual student’s needs. 

 



On Friday, April 26 at 9:00  in our school library, PAHS Counselor, Enrique Gomez, will be 

on here for freshman pre-registration.   A pre-registration packet will be given to each 

student to take home to  review with their parents.  The forms require a parent signature 

and need to be returned to school by May 16th.   

On Tuesday, May 16th, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 p.m., the eighth grade students will go to Point 
Arena High School for 9th Grade orientation. 

Parents are welcome to attend both days.    

Please contact Point Arena High School Counselor, Enrique Gomez, at 882-2134, exten-

sion 212, Principal, Warren Galletti at extension 214, or PAHS office at extension 210. If you 

have questions regarding high school. 
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The 2012-2013 Lions Club Spectrum of 

Reading program is drawing to a close 

this month. All reading record sheets 

must be turned in by Tuesday, April 30th.  

Bookmarks and completion certificates 

will be awarded in May.  All students are 

encouraged to participate. 

Spectrum Of 
Reading Last Call! 

Point Arena High School  
9th Grade  
Pre-Registration and Orientation 

 

You are cordially invited to attend Arena’s 

Open House and Book Fair on Thursday, 

May 16 5:00-7:00pm.  Here is an 

abbreviated schedule of the evening’s 

events.   

5:00-6:00pm Fundraising Dinner 

5:50pm Principal’s Orientation 

6:00pm  Classroom Visits 

6:00-7:00pm Book Fair in the library 

More detailed information to come in next 

month’s newsletter. 

If you would like to volunteer your time 

during the week of the book fair, please 

contact our librarian, Shelley Aubrey at 882-

2131 ext. 230. 

 

Open House and 
 Book Fair 



You may of noticed the construction 

zone in our primary yard or perhaps your 

child has mentioned that they now play 

in the main yard at recess break. 

 

New play equipment and flooring are 

being installed to replace, update and 

make the yard safer.  With any construc-

tion job, delays happen and deadlines 

change and anticipation increases.  

 

We are hopeful the new play yard will 

soon be ready for our students to play 

and explore.    

Preschool enrollment will be held at Arena in the room 15 on 

may 10th from 10:00am to 2:30pm.  Parents need to bring 

current pay stubs for April/May (equaling one months pay), 

an immunization record and birth certificates for all children 

in the family.  Four years old children have priority enrollment. 
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Friday, May 17th is the Annual Spelling 

Bee. 

 

All participating students have received the 

spelling bee word list.  Practice, practice, 

practice equals preparedness for “The Bee”.  

If you have questions about the word list your 

child received, please contact your child’s 

teacher. 

 

Pacific Community Charter School will 

graciously host the spelling bee again this 

year!  We thank them with all our hearts!   

 

St. Paul’s Methodist Sanctuary and St. 

Aloysius  Trinity Hall will be the venues again 

this year.  

There is no lunch service so remember to 

pack a lunch.  

Schedules, registration, start times and venue 

for each grade level will come available in 

early May. 

Changes to our 
Primary Playground 

     Spelling Bee News 

Arena State Preschool Registration-May 10th  

     QUOTE OF THE 

MONTH 
“Seek the lofty by reading, hearing and 

seeing great work at some moment 

every day.” -Thornton Wilder 



IF YOU ARE A PARENT GROUP LEADER OR volunteer, chances 

are you already know that your involvement in your child’s 

school is good for her education.  It’s one of the main rea-

sons you do it, right? 

But here’s the thing: It’s actually really good for her educa-

tion. 

 Researchers have been studying the effects that parent attitudes and actions 

have on their children’s academic success for many years, and they have reported con-

sistently that children with parents involved in their education and schools earn better 
grades, score higher on tests, and much more. 

 The reasons that parent involvement increases student success are many– in itself, 

simply letting a child know you care and are invested enough to be involved in his day-

to-day school life sends a clear message about the value of school and education. 

 According to Anne Henderson and Nancy Berla, editors of  A New Generation of 

Evidence: The Family Is Critical to Student Achievement,  “When parents are involved in 
their children’s education at home, they do better in school.  And when parents are in-

volved in school, children go farther in school and the schools they go to are better.” 

 For a follow up book, A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of School, Family, and 

Community Connections on student Achievement, Henderson and coauthor Karen 

Mapp looked at 51 studies about the influence of school family community relationships 

on academic achievement.  The research indicates that parent involvement in educa-
tion is also linked to higher rates of school attendance, graduation, and pursuit of higher 

education; what’s more, involved parents have better access to information about op-

portunities for students, allowing them to be stronger advocates for their children.  Re-

search also shows that parent involvement makes a difference across all socioeconomic 
levels and cultural backgrounds. 

 Equally compelling, parent involvement is more important to a child’s academic 

performance than the qualities of the school itself, according to a recent study by North 

Carolina State University, Brigham Young University and the University of California, Irvine.  

Researchers in this study surveyed more than 10,000 students and their parents, teachers, 

and school administrators and found that ultimately, the role of family 

involvement is crucial when it comes to academic success. 

 

 

*Excerpt from PTO TODAY April 2013.  For more complete magazine article, go to 

www.ptotoday.com  
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Make the Case for Parent Involvement 

 


